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Officlal QOrgan of the Plerre Chastain Family Association
organized 31 August 1975
"For Chastaln descendants everywhers!

Vol. I Yo. 1 January 1276

HAPPY NEW YEAR: As we turn the page to 1976 we wish for each of you a happy and prosper-
ous Yew Year. We want you to know that you, our members, are our most cherished possess-
ion and that we look forward to serving you during the coming year.
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Our association was organized 31 August 1975 at Dyer, Arkansas, OFFICERS are:

J. E. CHASTAIN, President J. E. 18 a son of Joseph Pinckney Chastain and
1409 Leggett Drive Mary Ida Ibison and a descendant of (Rev,)
Galena Park, Tx T7545 John Chastain and Mary O'Bryan.

THOMAS V. CREEXMORE, lst Vice-President Tom is a son of Zvert Milo Creekmore and Alma
515 Winters Louise Yarbrough and a descendant of (Rev.)
Silsbea, Tx 77656 John Chastain and Mary O'Bryan.
Mrs, LUCILLE C. ANDERSON, 2n¢ Vice-Pres- ILucllle is a daughter of William John Chastain
P. 0. Box 558 [ident and Yancy Virginia Waters and a descendant of
Kiefer, Ck 7uO4L (Rev.) John Chastain and Mary O'Bryan.

GERALDINE BULAND (Mrs. Jos A.), Secre- Geraldine is a daughter of Charles Samuel Brown
1100 E. Teresa [tary-Treasurer and Eva Carter and a descendant of 'William and
Sapulpa, Ok 74066 Sara or Sary Chastain.

ELBY F. DOWMAN, Genealoglst Elby' ¥, (Floyd) is a son of Elby Franklin Bowman
P. 0. 3ox 34 and Srnestine Belle Wright and a descendant of
Wheaton, Ill. 60187 (Rev.,) Rene Chastain, Jr. and Anne Faure or Ford,
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"TEE CEESTNUT THEE® This initlal issue of "The Chestnut Tree," the official organ of the
Chastain Family Assoclation brings to mind the reason for naming our publication as such,

The following is extracted from Cameron Allen's article "The Chastain Families of Manikin
Town in Virginia and Their Origin Abroad," as published in "The American Genealogist."

(v. 39, No. 3 July 1963, p. 150)

ichastain is a rot uncommon family name in France, with numerpus variants in spelling.
The standard form is Chataignier which means chestnut (tree)., Variants are (in the north)
Chatainier, Chatain, Chatin, Chatalgnon, Chatalgnoux, Chataign=sau, Chatain. There are



nuperous regional variations; in the Massif Central: Chastaignier, Chastalng, Chastan,
Chazstain, Chastang, Chastand, Chastenent, Chastanet; in the Midi: Castain, Castang, Cas-
airg, Castagnier, Castagnie. The name derives either from the tree, or from the color of
the chestnut itself, in an attempt to describe tae hair color of the first bearars of the
surname, to differentiate these individuals from persons of the same neighborhood of ident-
ical font names. (Albert Dauzat, Dictionaire Etymologique des Noms de Famille et Prenoms
de France, 2d edition revisee, Paris, 1949, pp. 148, l85; Dauzat, Les Noms de Personnes;
Orizise et Evolution, Paris, 1946, p. 95). While the noun chataignier is the word in com-
mon use in standard French for chestaut tree, the word chatain is the standard French
fora, either as adjective or noun, to mean chestnut color, nut-browa, or auburn (Gasc'a
Dictionary of the French and English Languages, London, 1941). Rietstap's Arzorial Gene-
ral givas illussrations of a number oi coats—of-arms borne by families of these several
variants in widely scattered parts of France, the device most typically found thereon be-
ing not unnaturally a chestnut tree.,"

From the above it can be seen that the name "Chastain'" literally means "chestnut" or
Lehaatnut trea," Therefore we feel it i3 aporopriate to name our publication, "The Chest-

nut Tree," for, in a very real sense, it i3 our "Pamily Tree."
We plan on publishing "The Chestnut Tree," quarterly - in January, April, July and Qctober,

OUR TEAUXS go to Jon Williams for the design and art work of the heading of
our publication. Jon is not a Chastain descendant, but perhaps we should
make him an "honorary" Chastain.

The Plerre Chastzin Family Association welcomes all Chastain descendants and
invite them to Join our organization and receive our quarterly publication,

"The Chestnut Tree," llembership fees are $5.00 annually, payable upon Join-
inz and renewable on or befors the date of our annual reunion. Our annual

reunion is scheduled for the Sunday before Labor Day each ysar. All members
will receive "The Chestnut Tree," of which this is the first issue. For in-
formation and membership application write our Secrstary-Treasurer, Mrs. Joe

A. Buland,
Kith and Kin HZLP US to complete our membership files.
Members who have not returned their member-
If you could see your Ancestors, ship applications please do so as soon as
All standing in a row, possible. Return to our Secretary-Treasurer,
Would you be proud of them or not, Mrs. Joe A. Buland,
or don't you really know?
Sumeltrangndiscn‘rﬁriaaarumade & B B OB B % % § U & % ®m OB 8 m B 6 8 m OB ¥ 8 8
in eclimbing family trees.
And some of them, you know, CONTRIGUTIORS welcome. It takes money for

do not particularly please. costage, crinting and stationery, as well as

for geneslogical research., Your contritutions
will be used for a good cause - that of further-
ing the aims of our association as governed by
our constitution and by-laws,.

If you could see your ancestors,
All standing in a row,

There might be some of them, vperhaps
you wouldn't care to know.

Bu* here's another question, EE R R R R R R
which requires another view.
If you could meet your ancestors (SVBERSHIP in the Pierre Chastain Family Assoc-
would they ba proud of youp" fation, Dues $5.CO anrually., Anyone desiring
ixtracted from "The Descendants of to Join our association send for membership in-
Joseph Carter and Magdalene Chastain.,! formation and apnlication to our Secretary-

John Amos Dimitt Treasurer, ¥rs. Joe A. Zuland.



ALLEN, Patricia (krs. John R.

MEMBZRS to date of publicetion

CHASTAIN, Gordon lee

Apt. 301, 3ldg. B, Mission Palms/611ll N, Meridian V. Dr.

6131 X. 16th Street
Phoenix, Az. 85016

AWDERSON, Lucille (irs.)
Jox 558
{iefer, Ok. ThOU1

30MER, Hazel Marle (Mrs, M. A.)
Star Rt., Box 1533
Silgbea, Tx. 77656

30YMAN, Elby F.
?, 0. Box 3Lb
iheaton, Il. GO187

BOWMAX, Pauline W. (lrs. E. F.)
P. 0. Box 34l
Jheaton, Il. 60187

BULAND, Geraldine (irs. Joe A.)
1100 E. Teresa
Sapulpa, Ok. 74066

3ROWN, Nicholas D. (Jr. member)
c/o Margaret Buxton

9525 Morrow Rd., Y. E.
Albuguerque, N. M. 87112

[Apts. Indianapolis, Ia. 46208

CHASTAIN, J. E.
1409 Leggzett Dr.
Calena Park, Tx. TT547

CHASTAIR, J. Erskine
Mt. Juliet, Tn. 37122

CHASTAIN, John Arlin (Jack)
22036 ¥. Black Canyon Hwy. #69
Phoenix, Az. 65027

CHASTAIN, Lowel! Burrell
331 Y. Locust St.
Elizabethtown, Pa. 17022

CHASTAIY, Ola
R. R. 2
Campbellsburg, In. 47108

CHASTAIN, Paul
152 Broad 5t.
Kingsport, Tn. 37660

CEASTAIN, ¥anda (Mrs. J. E.)
1409 Leggett Dr,

CALK, Virginia Duff (Mrs. Sidney J.)Galena Park, Tx. T7547

Paris Poad
Mt. Sterling, Fy. 40353

CAYIN, Richard
Box 165
Ft. Gibsen, Ck. 7uL3Y

CAVIN, Thelma (Mrs. Richard)
Box 165
Ft. Gibson, Ok. 7uu3L

CHASTAIN, Flora
R. R. 2
Campbellsburg, In. W7108

CHASTAIN, G. C.
L4807 Xendall Ave.
Gulfport, Ms. 39501

CHASTAIN, Gerald Emerson
P. 0. Box 592
Lathrop,, Ca. 95330

CO0K, Claude Sugene
gl2 Sprague Road
Indianapolis, In. 46217

CREEXMORE, Thoras V,
515 Winters
Silsbee, Tx. J7656

CREMEAN, Fredéa C, (Mrs. D. A.)
#9 Sioux Court
Longview, Tx. 75601

DAILY, Ella M. (Mrs. Ralston)
Dox 2l1
Muldrow, Ok. Thols

DECK, Dorothy A. McKinney (lrs.)

g2l E. Elm Street
Springfield, Mo. 65806

DINGMAM, Adinn Y. (Mrs. Don G.)

1552 - 3&th Ave,
Moline, 11. 61255
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EVAES, Gilberta K. (Hrs. Zlven
5301 W. 99th Street
Los Angeles, Ca. 900L5

EZBLL, Helen Ingle (Mrs.)
3513 K. W. 6Lth
Oklahoma City, Ok. 73116

FORNEY, Bess Chastain (Mrs. ¥,
243 Verna Lane
Grants Pass, Or. 97526

FUNKHOUSER, Ruth Anna (VMrs, C.
P. R. 2
Paris, I1. 61944

HARP, Betty Lou (Mrs. John H.)
3815 Idlewild Ave.
¥. Little Rock, Ar. 72116

HARTMAN, Sarah (Mrs. Allan F.)
R. R. 2, 3ox 319“
Greencastle, In, 46135

LANE, Shirley Jean (lirs. James
Rt, 1, Box 357
Ft. Gibson, Ok. TLY3I4

MILLER, Fina C, (Mrs. Clarence
Arlington, Xs. 67514

MILLIGAN, Avilla Farnsworth (}rs,

1200 B. 7th 5t.
Newton, Ks. 67114

MCGOWN, Arthur Virgil
#3 Shady Side Cirele

Gulfport, Ms. 39501

SAYDERS, Helen F. (krs. L. 0.)
R. R. 2
Orleans, In, L7u52

SMITH, Theron L.
3529 'looten Dr.
Fort ‘orth, Tx. 76133

SWEET, Velda H. (Mrs, Zdw.
585 Patterson Rd,
Santa Marim, Ca. 93u5L

WILKIN, Alene (Mrs. Glen)
805 Adoms Ct.
Monticello, Il. 61856
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WHAT WOULD YOU LIKE to see vublished in
future issues of "The Chestnut Tree}" Let
us know what your ideas are,
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QUZRIES: Do rou have a question about your
Chastzin ancestor which may be of interest to
others? 1If so, ask it through our publication
and if your genealogist cannot answer it, per=-
haps some of our members can,
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MARRIAGES: Mary Avilla Farnswortk, daughter
of Walter Abel and Josa Bell Ferzuson and a
descendant of (Rev.) John Chastein and Nary
0'Bryan, was married on Foverber 28, 1375 to
William George Milligan at iewton, Kansas,
Avilla is the author of "Kitk 2 Kin of Georgia
Ridge," published 1973, Eest wishes and con-
gratulations for a havpy and successful marr-
iage, Avilla and George.

BIRTHS: Let us hear about all those blessed
events,
DEATHS: Sidney J. Calk, husband of Virginia

Re  (Duff) Calk died Cctober 1&, 1975 at Lex-
in..on, Kentucky nné is buried at Mount Sterl-
ing, Kentucky. He married Virginia Rose Calk
on February 26, 1930 at her home in Mount Ster-
ling, She is a daughter of Charles £, Duff

and El{zabeth Pleratt and a descendant of (Rev.)

Rene Chastain, Jr. and Anne Faure or Ford,
Qur sincere condolences go to Virginla on the
loss of her husband of over US years.

- - - - - L] - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

AuR FIRST ANNUAL REUNIOK will be held Sunday,
September 5, 1°7€ (Sunday before Labor Day).
Ve are opsan to suggestions as to where we
should hold it. Location should be centrally
loceted, Send sugrestions to our Secretary-
Treasurer, krs. Joe A. Sulemd,

TARGET DATE for the next iesue of "The Chest-
nut Tree" is April 1st, Have your news in by
March 15th.
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S20D NaMES AYD ADDRLSSES of Plerre Chastain's
descendants, Je have a long ways to go before
we locate all of them.

IXIXIIXIXIIXIIXIXTEIAXIXINXLXEX
ZIP COQDE. 'Whezn you write, send cdues, or com-
municate with us, please include your ZIP CODE.
Thanks,
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VOLUNTZ:RS Ne£<DED. We need chairmen of stand-

ing committees, typists, people to do research,
people who like to write letters, etec, \Write
pur President.

®EWS. Is there news of your family which you
would like to see included in our publicationt
We ean't put it in, i1f you don't send it to use,
Send news of births, deaths, military service,
weddings or whatever is imnortant in your life.
LIFE STORIES. ‘e are esnecially interested in
obtaining sketches or short biogranhies of our
forebears, descendante of Pierre Chastain.

Send them in and perhaps we can include them in
forthcoming issues of "The Chestnut Tree.,"
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LET US E=SAR YOUR COID&NTS, both favorable and
unfavorable about this, the firet lssue of
"The Chestnut Tree,"
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n"Lives of great cen all remind us
Weé car make our lives sublice,
And, departing, leave behind us
Tootrzrints or the sands of time."
Henry Yadsworth Longfellow, A Psalm of Life

QUR EMIGRANT AMNCESTORS

The best documented, and by far the most complete account of the early
history of our Chastain forebears that your genealogist has been able to find
comes from Cameron Allen in his series "The Chastain Families of Manakin Town
in Virginia," published in "The American Genealogist," July 19€3, January and
July 1964, from which your genealogist gives credit for much of the following.

Cameron Allen states there were four men of somewhat similar name, who
came oveér on "The Mary and Ann," the first of the four ships which brought

most of the French Huguenots to Manakin Town in Virginia in 1700.

They were:



"Plerre Chastain sa femme et ¢ing enfants,

Hstienne Chastain (asparently a single man at that tice),.
Quintin Chastatain )apparently a single man),

Pierre Chatanier, sa femme et son pere."

In speaking of Cuintin Chastatzin, he states that no further records appear;
end surmises that Plerre Chatanler 1s the one who 1s prooably called Chalanler on
the Miller's List of February 1700/1. (VHS, Collectione, 5;27) and Chalagenie on
William Byrd's list of Lovember 1701 (itid, 5:46). He further states that it
appears he did not remain in Manikin Town very long, that he possibly migrated
to the Trent Fiver settlement o the Huguenote in Craven Precinct, orth Caro-
lina and appears to have died without leaving any male issue.

That leaves Pierre and gstienne or Stephen. FKe brings out that it 18 very
unlikely that Plerre and Letlenne were related inasmuch as they came from wlde-
ly separated parts of France; Pierre from Charost in the anecient Province of
Berri and Eastlennge from Vesc in the Province of Dauphine, about 150 miles to
the sputheast,

Estienne appears to have been single upon his arrival in America. He marr-
ied (1) Martha ca. 1701, who died December 2U, 1725, aged 52 or 53 years,
Yo issue: FHe married (2) ca. 1726, Yarthe Dupuy, daushter of Zartholomew Dupiy.
Issue;

1. Maris Magdelaine Chastain, b, 73 August 1727.
2. Chastain (a boy), b. 3 Yov. 1728; died before January 1732/3.
3. Estienne Chastain, b. 1 March 1729/30: died vefore January 1732/3.

Marie Magdelaine Chastain, b, 23 Aug..l727 married (1) James Cocke, son
of Powell Cocke and Martha Herbert, She married (2) Peter Farrarr. She had
issue by both marrisges,

From the foregoing account, it can readily be seen that Estienne or Stephen
Chastain left no male issue, This brings us to Plerre Chastain, our common
ancestor, and the one for whom our amsspclation i3 named, Pierre Chastaln, sa
femme et cing enfants embarked on the ship "Mary and Ann." on 19 April 1700,
and arrived at the mouth of the James River on 23 July 1700. (VHS Collections,
n.s. v. 0: pp. 65-67).

His first wife, whose name is unknown to us, but who is sald to have beer
Marie Magdalene de la Hochefauczld, and who accompanied him across the atlantic,
apparently died during the first winter after arrival, It also appears that
several of Plerre Chastain's children died shortly after their arrival in jani-

kin Town.

Pierre Chastain married (2) Anne Soblet, b. ca. 1684, daughter of Abraham
Soblet and Susanne Brian. The register of King William Parish verifies this,
for, "on 3 April 1723, died Anne Soblet the sieur Pierre Chastain, aged
about years; was buried the 4th of the manata."  (Reglster of King Willlam
Parish, VHS Collections n.s. 5: 110)., Camersn Allen says, of the above, "to
achieve the identity suggested above 1t is necessary to supply in the blanks
Hthe wife of." Unalded by cther references it weould be Just as possible to
supoly alternatively, "the daughter of" and thus make her wife of one of the
voung Soblets. However the death resister alse gives this reference: '"the
12th of January 1722 (1723), died Janne Chastain, daughter of ieur Thas-
tain and Anne Chastain, her father and mother, azed about & years, was buried
the 13th of the month, on Sunday, at three o'clock in the afterncon." This
presumably refers to the same Anne and makes her wife to Plerre Chastaln,
hence born a Soblet.!
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