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HAPPY NEW YEAR: As we turn the page to 1976 we wish for each of you a happy and prosper-
ous New Year. We want you to know that you, our members , are our most cherished possess-
ion and that we look forward to serving you during the coming year. 

• * • • • • • • • 

association was organized 31 August 1975 at ~er, Arkansas. OFFICERS are : 

J.E. Chastain, President 
1409 Leggett Drive 
Galena Park , Tx 77545 

Thomas V. CREEKMORE, lst Vice-President 
515 Winters 
Silsbee, Tx 77656 
Mrs. Lucille C. Anderson, 
P. 0. Box 558 
Kiefer, OK 74o41 

2nd Vice-Pres-
/ i .dent 

GERALDINE BULAND 
1100 E. Teresa 
Sapulpa, Ok 74o66 

(Mrs. Joe A.) , Secre-
/ tary-Treasurer 

ELBY F. BOWMAN, Genealogist 
P. o. 3ox 344 
Wheaton, Ill. 60187 

J. E. is a son of Joseph Pinckney Chastain and 
Mary Ida !bison and a descendant of (Rev . ) 
John Chastain and Mary O'Bryan. 

Tom is a son of Evert Milo Creekmore and Alma 
Louise Yarbrough and a descendant of (Rev. ) 
John Chastain and Mary O'Bryan. 

Lucille is a daughter of William John Chastain 
and Nancy Virginia ':laters and a descendant of 
(Rev .)) John Chastain and Mary O'Bryan. 

Geraldine is a daughter of Charles Samuel Brown
and Eva Carter and a descendant of William and 
Sara or Sary Chastain. 

Elby F. (Floyd) is a son of Elby Franklin Bowman 
and Ernestine Belle Wright and a descendant of 
(Rev.) Rene Chastain, Jr. and Anne Faure or Ford, 

"THE CHESTNUT TREE" - This initial issue of "The Chestnut Tree," the official organ of the 
Chastain Family Association brings to mind the reason for naming our publication as such. 

The following is extracted from Cameron Allen's article "The Chastain Families of Manikin-
Town in Virginia and Their Origin Abroad, " as published in "The American Genealogist."
(V. 39, No. 3 July 1963, p . 150) 
"Chastain is a not uncommon family name i n France, with numerous variants in spelling. 
The standard form is Chataignier which means chestnut (tree) . Variants are (in the north) 
Chatainier , Chatain, Chatin, Chataignon, Chataignoux, Chataigneau, Chatain. There are 



numerous regional variations; in the Massif Central: Chastaignier, Chastaing, Chastan, 
Chastain, Chastang, Chastand, Chastenent, Chastanet ; in the Midi: Castain, Castang, Cas-
aing, Castagnier, Castagnie. The name derives e ither from the tree, or from the color of 
the chestnut itself, in an attempt to describe the hair color of the first bearers of the 
surname , to differentiate these individuals from persons of the same neighborhood of ident-
ical font names. (Albert Dauzat , Dict ionaire Etymologique des Noms de Famille et Prenocs 
de France. 2d edition revisee , Pario, 1949, pp. 148, 185; Dauzat, Les Noms de Personnes: 
Origine et Evolution, Paris, 1946, p . 95). While the noun chataignier  is tthe word in com-
mon use in standard French for chestnut tree , the word chatain is the standard French 
form, either as adjective or noun, to mean chestnut color , nut-brown, or auburn (Gasc'a 
Dictionary of the French and English Languages , London, 1941). Rietstap's Armorial Gene-
ral gives illustrations of a number of coats-of-arms borne by families of these several 
variants in widely scattered parts of France, the device most typically found thereon be-
ing not unnaturally a chestnut tree ."

From the above it can be seen that the name "Chastain" literally means "chestnut" or 
"chestnut tree." Therefore we feel it is appropriate to name our publication, "The Chest-
nut Tree , " for , in a very real sense, it is our "Family Tree." 

We plan on publishing "The Chestnut Tr ee ," quarterly - in January, April, July and October, 

OUR THANKS go to Jon Wi11iams for the design and art work of the heading of 
our publication. Jon is not a Chastain descendant, but perhaps we should 
make him an "honorary" Chastain. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
The Pierre Chastain Family Association welcomes all Chastain descendants and 
invite them to join our organization and receive our quarterly publication , 
"The Chestnut Tree , " l!embership fees are $5.00 annually , payable upon join-
ing and renewable on or before the date of our annual reunion. Our annual 
reunion is scheduled for the Sunday before Labor Day each yenr. All members 
will receive "The Chestnut Tree , " of which this is the first issue. For in-
formation and membership application write our Secretary-Treasurer , Mr s . Joe 
A. Buland. 

Kith and Kin 

If you could see your Ancestors , 
All standing in a row, 

Would you be proud of them or not, 
or don 1t you really know? 

Some strange discoveries are made 
in climbing fami ly trees. 

And some of them, you know, 
do not particularly please. 

If you could see your ancestors, 
All standing in a row, 

There might be some of them, perhaps 
you wouldn't care to know. 

But here's another question, 
which requires another view. 

If you could meet your ancestors 
would they be proud of you?" 

Extracted from "The Descendants of 
Joseph Carter and Magdalene Chastain. " 

John Amos Dimitt 

HELP US to complete our membership files. 
Members who have not returned their member-
ship applications please do so as soon as 
possible. Re t urn to our Secretary-Treasurer, 
Mrs. Joe A. Buland. 

...
CONTRIBUTIONS welcome. It takes money for 
postage, printing and stationery , as well as 
for genealogical research. Your cont ributions 
will be used for a good cause - that of further-
ing the aims of our association as governed by 
our constitution and by-laws. 

MEMBERSHIP in the Pierre Chast.ain Family Assoc-
iation. Dues $5.00 anr.ually. Anyone desiring 
to join our association send for membership in-
formation and application to our Secretary-
Trea surer. Mrs. Joe A. Buland. 



MEMBERS to date of publication 

ALLEN, Patricia (Mrs. John R. CHASTAIN, Cordon Lee  
Apt. 301, Bldg. B. Mission Palms/ 6111 N. Meridian W. Dr. 
6131 N. 16th Street /Apts. Indianapolis, IN 46208 
Phoenix, Az. 85016 

ANDERSON, Lucille (Mrs.) 
Box 558 
Kiefer, Ok. 74o41 

CHASTAIN , J. E. 
1409 Leggett Dr. 
Galena Park, Tx. 77547 

CHASTAIN, J . Erskine 
BOMER, Hazel  Marie 

Star Rt. , Box 1533 
Silsbee, Tx. 77656 

(Mrs. M. A.) Rt. 1 , Box 178 

BOWMAN, Elby F. 
?. o. Box 344 
,/heaton, 11. 60187 

Mt. Juliet , Tn. 37122 

CHASTAIN, John Arlin (Jack) 
22036 N. Black Canyon Hwy. #69 
Phoenix, Az. 65027 

BOWMAN, Pauline W.
P. o. Box 344 
Wheaton, Il . 60187 

CHASTAIN , Lowell Bu.rrell 
(Mrs. E. F. ) 331 N. Locust St. 

BULAND, Geraldine (Mrs. Joe A.) 
1100 E. Teresa 
Sapulpa, Ok. 74066 

Brown, Nicholas D. (Jr. member) 
c/o Margaret Buxton 
9525 Morrow Rd., N. E. 
Albuquerque, N. M. 87112 

Elizabethtown , PA 17022 

CHASTAIN, Ola 
R. R. 2 
Campbellsburg, 

CHASTAIN, Paul 

In. 47108 

152 Broad St . 
Kingsport , Tn. 37660 

CHASTAIN, Wanda (Mrs. 
1409 Leggettt Dr. 

CALK, Virginia Duff (Mrs. 
Paris P.ood 

Sidney J.)  Galena Park, Tx. 

J' E.) 

77547 

Mt. Sterling, KY 40353 

CAVIN, Richard 
Box 165 
Ft. Gibson , OK 74434 

CAVIN, Thelma (Mrs. Richard) 
Box 165 
Ft. Gibson, Ok. 74434 

CHASTAIN, Flora 
R. R. 2 
Campbellsburg, In. 47108 

CHASTAIN, G. C. 
4607 Y.endoll Ave. 
Gulfport, Ms. 39501 

CHASTAIN, Gerald Emerson 
P. O. Box 592 
Lathrop, Ca. 95330 

COOK, Claude Eugene 
812 Sprague Road 
Indianapolis, In. 46217 

CREEKMORE, Thomas V. 
515 Winters 
Sllobee, Tx. 77656 

Creran, Fred da C. 
#9 Sioux Court 
Longview, Tx. 75601 

(Mrs. D. A.) 

DAILY, Ella M. (Mrs. Ralston) 
Dox 241 
Muldrow , Ok. 74948 

DECK, Dorothy A. McKinney (Mrs.)  
924 E. Elm Street 
Springfield, Mlo. 65806 

DINGMAN, Ad inn Y. (Mrs. Don G.) 
1552 - 38th Ave. 
Moline, Il. 61265 

-3-

EVANS, Gilberta  K. (Mrs.  Elven R.) 
5301 W. 99th Street 
Loa Angeles, Ca. 90045 

EZELL, Helen Ingle (Mrs.) 
3513 N. W. 64th 
Oklahoma City, Ok. 73116 

Forney, Bess Chastain (Mrs. W. J.)
243 Verna Lone 
Grants Pass, OR 97526 

Funkhouser, Ruth Anna (Mrs. C. F.) 
P.. R. 2 
Paris, Il . 61944 

HARP, :aetty Lou (Mrs. John H.) 
3815 Idlewild Ave. 
N. Little Rock, Ar. 72116 

HARTMAN , Sarah (Mrs. Alla., F.) 
R. R. 2 , Box )19AA 
Greencastle, In. 46135 

LANE, Shirley Jeoo (Mrs. James B.)
Rt. 1, Box 357 
Ft. Gibson, Ok. 74434 

MILLER, Nina C. (Mrs. Clarence R,) 
Arlington, KS 67514 

Milligan, Avilla Farnsworth 
1200 E. 7th St. 

(Mrs. 

Newton, Ks. 67114 

McGown, Arthu.r Virgil 
#3 Shady Side Circle 
Gulfport, MS 39501 

SANDERS, He leo F. (Mrs. L. Q,) 
R. R. 2 
Orleans, In. 47452 

SMITH, Theron L. 
3529 \/ooten Dr. 
fort Worth, Tx. 76133 

SWEET, Velda !!. (Mrs. Edward F.) 
585 Patterson Rd. 
Santa Maria, Ca. 93454 

Wilkin, Alene (Mrs. Glen) 
806 Adams Ct. 
Monticello, 11. 61856 

G.) 



WHAT WOULD YOU LIKE to see published in 
future issues of "The Chestnut Tree?" Let 
us know what your ideas are.  

QUERIES: Do you have a question about your 
Chastain ancestor which may be of interest to 
others? If so, ask it through our publicat ion 
and if your genealogist cannot answer it , per-
haps some of our members can. 

MARRIAGES: Mary Avilla Farnsworth, daughter 
of Walter Abel and Rosa Bell Ferguson and a 
descendant of (Rev.) John Chastain and Mary 
O'Bryan, was married on November 28 , 1975 to 
William George Milligan at Newton, Kansas. 
Avilla is t he author of "Kith & Kin of Georgia 
Ridge," published 1973 . Best wishes and con-
gratulations for a happy and successful marr-
iage, Avilla and George . 

BIRTHS: Let us hear about all those blessed 
events. 

DEATHS: Sidney J. Calk , husband of Virginia 
R. (Duff) Calk died October 16, 1975 at Lex-
ington, Kentucky, and is buried at Mount Sterl-
ing, Kentucky. He married Virginia Rose Calk 
on February 26 , 1930, at her home in Mount Ster-
ling. She is a daughter of Charles E. Duff 
and Elizabeth Pieratt and a descendant of (Rev.) 
Rene Chastain , Jr. and Anne Feure or Ford. 
Our sincere condolences go to Virginia on the 
loss of her husband of over 45 years. 

. . . . 
OUR FIRST ANNUAL REUNION will be held Sunday, 
September 5, 1976 (Sunday be fore Labor Day). 
We are open to suggestions as to where we 
should hold it. Location should be centrally 
loceted. Send suggestions to our Secretary-
Treasurer, Mrs. Joe A. Buland. 

TARGET  DATE for the next 
nut Treen is April l st. 
March 15th. 

issue of "The Chest-
Rave your news in by 

SEND  NAMES AND ADDRESSES of Pierre Chastain's 
descendants. We have a long ways to go before 
we locate all of them. 

X X X X X X X X X X X X X X 

ZIP CODE. When you write , send dues or com-
municate wi th us, please include your ZIP CODE. 
Thanks . 

z z z 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED. WE need chni rmen of stand-
ing committees, typists, peopl e to do research, 
people who l ike to write letter s, etc. Write 
our President . 

NEWS.  Is there news of your family which you 
would like t o see included in our publication? 
\{e can't put 1t in if you don 't send it to us . 
Send news of births , deaths, military service, 
weddings or whatever is important in your life . 
LIFE STORIES.  We are especially interested in 
obtaining sketches or short biographies of our 
forebears, descendants of Pierre Chastain. 
Send them in and perhaps we can include them in 
forthcoming issues of " The Chestnut Tree." 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
LET US HEAR YOUR COMMENTS, both favorable and 
unfavorable, about this, the first issue of 
"The Chestnut Tree." 

• • • 

"Lives of great men all remind us 
We can make our l1 ves sub lime, 
And, departing, leave behind us 
Footprints on the sands of time." 

Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, A Psalm of Life 

OUR EMIGRANT ANCESTORS 

The best documented , and by far the most complete account of the early 
history of our Chastain forebears that your genealogist has been able to find 
comes from Cameron Allen in his series "The Chastain Families of Manakin Town 
in Virginia," published in  " The American Genealogist," July 1963 , Januory and 
July 1964, from which your genealogist gives credit for much of the following. 

Cameron Allen etntes there were four men of somewhat similar name, who 
came over on "The Mary and Ann," the first of t he four ships which brought 
most of the French Huguenots to Manakin Town in Virginia in 1700 . They were: 



"Pierre Chastain sa femme et ­inq enfants . 
Estienne Chastain (apparently a single man at that time).
Quintin Cbastatain }apparently a single man). 
Pierre Chatanier, sa femme et son pere." 

In speaking of Quintin Chastain, be states that no fu.rther records appear; 
and surmises that Pierre Cbatanier is the one who is probably called Chalanier on 
the Miller's List of February 1700/1. (VHS, Collections , 5i27) and Chalagenie on 
William Byrd's list of November 1701 (ibid, 5:46). He further states that it 
appears he did not reD'.ain in Manakin Town very long, that he possibly migrated 
to the Trent River settlement of the Huguenots in Craven Precinct, North Caro-
lina and appears to have died wi thout leaving any male issue . 

That leaves Pierre and Estienne or Stephen. He brings ou.t thnt it is very 
unlikely that Pierre and Estienne were related inasmuch as they came from wide-
ly separated parts of France; Pierre from Charost in the ancient Province of 
llerri and Eatienn• e from Vesc in the Province of Dauphine, about 150 miles to 
the southeast. 

Eatienne appears to have been single upon his arrival in America. He marr-
ied (1) Martha ca. 1701, who died December 24, 1725, aged 52 or 53 years. 
No issue: He married (2) ca. 1726, Marthhe Dupuy, daughter of Bartholomew Dupuy. 
Issue: 

1. Marie Magdelaine Chastain, b. 23 August 1727. 
2 . Chnstain (a boy), b . 3 Nov. 1728; died before January 1732/3 . 
3. Estienne Chastain, b. 1 March 1729/30: died before January 1732/3. 

Marie Magdelaine Chastain, b . 23 Aug . 1727 married (1) J ames Cocke , son 
of Powell Cocke and Martha Herbert, She married (2) Peter Farrarr. She had 
issue by both marriages. 

From the foregoing account, it can readily be seen that Estienne or Stephen 
Chastain left no male issue . This brings u.s to Pierre Chas t ain, our common 
ancestor, and the one for whom our association is named. Pierre Chastain, sa 
femme et c inq enfant s embarked on the ship "Mary and Ann. " on 19 April 1700, 
and arrived at the mouth of the James River on 23 July 1700 . (VHS Collections, 
n.s. v. 6: pp. 65-67), 

His first wife , whose name is unknown to us, but who is said to have been 
Marie Magdalene de la Rochefaucald, and who accompanied him across the Atlantic, 
apparently died during the first winter after arrival. It also appears that 
several of Pierre Chastain's children died shortly after their arrival in Mana-
kin Town. 

Pierre Chastain married (2) Anne Soblet, b. ca. 1684, daughter of Abraham 
Soblet and Susanne Brian. The register of Kin~ William Parish verifies this , 
for , "on 3 April 1723, died Anne Soblet the sieur Pierre Chastain, aged 
abou.t years; was buried the 4th of the month." (Register of King William 
Parish , VHS Collections n.s. 5: 110). Cameron Allen says, of the above, "to 
achieve the identity suegeeted above it is necessary to supply in the blanks 
"the wife of ." Unaided by o ther references it would be just as possible to 
supply alternatively, ''the daughter of" and. thus make her wife of one of the 
young Soblets. However, the death register also gives this reference : "the 
12th of January 1722 (1723), died Janne Chastain, daughter of ieu.r Chas-
tain and Anne Chastain, her father and mother, aged about 6 years, was buried 
the 13th of the month, on Sunday , at three o 'clock in the afternoon." This 
presumably refers to the same Anne and ms es h er w to to Pier re Chasta
hence born a Soblet." 
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